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Library looking for local authors and storytellers for 
Readathon
The Friends of Zest Group is seeking local authors, storytellers and 
anyone else who wants to join in to take part in the First Annual 
Upperthorpe Library  Readathon - celebrating all that libraries 
contribute to the Sheffield community, whilst protesting against threats 
to close many of them later this year.

The Readathon will involve different adults and children reading out loud as much as they 
want from a selection of books. They could read just one sentence, a paragraph, a chapter 
or even more, whilst others come to listen and enjoy the stories. There will also be some 
craft activities alongside this.

The event will start at 1:30pm on Friday 24th January until the library closes at 9pm. It will 
resume on Saturday morning from when the library opens at 7am, through to 12pm. 

We hope that at least one of the local schools will be able to join in for part of this time.

The plan is to start with Roald Dahl's book Matilda - a story about a girl who loves reading, 
despite many attempts to stop her - and then move on to other stories as time allows.

Any local authors, storytellers or anyone else who are interested in taking part and 
supporting the libraries in this way are asked to email contact@friendsofzest.org.uk or 
telephone Davo Smith on 0114 232 1335 / 07941 049 459

"It is a place where as soon as you open a book you are transported to another world, and  
when you finish a book, the adventure carrys  on" - response to the question "What do you 
love most about your local library" on our Children's Library Survey

"I wouldn't be able to open my special little door into my imagination, and the world would 
be a dull place to be". Response to the question "How would it affect you if your local 
library closed?" on our Children's Library Survey

For further information contact Davo Smith on 01142321335 / 07941049459

Notes to editors
1. Friends of Zest is a group of local residents and users of the Zest Centre in 

Upperthorpe. Their main focus at the moment is protecting Upperthorpe Library 
within the Zest Centre against proposed closure in April 2014. 
http://www.friendsofzest.org.uk/

2. Details of the Friends of Zest Children's Library Survey can be found at 
http://friendsofzest.wordpress.com/childrens-survey/

http://friendsofzest.wordpress.com/childrens-survey/
http://www.friendsofzest.org.uk/
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