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Petition to save Upperthorpe Library gets 1253 
signatures

Friends of Zest will hand in their petition to save Upperthorpe Library to 

Sheffield City Council at a Council meeting on 8th January 2014.

The Friends of Zest Group has also surveyed local children and young people 

about  the Council’s  plans to  close a number of  local  libraries in Sheffield. 

More than 350 children and young people have completed the survey, many 

of  whom  feel  they  would  be  disadvantaged  as  a  result  of  a  closure  of 

Upperthorpe Library. One respondent to the survey said that if Upperthorpe 

library closed: ‘I would read less and would have to buy more books which I  

can’t afford’. Another child said ‘it would be bad if the library closed because I  

go and do most school work there and it would affect my learning’ 

Members of the Friends of Zest Group believe that Upperthorpe Library with 

its co-location in the Zest Centre should be held up by the Council as a model 

for other community libraries rather than be closed.

 
The library’s weekly opening hours of 86.5 over 7 days of the week are the 

longest in the city.

Upperthorpe Library is based in the Zest Centre, a community facility which 

houses a range of health and wellbeing services under one roof.  This co-

location makes it very cheap for the City Council to run.  

The Zest Centre has excellent disabled access making Upperthorpe Library 

one of the most accessible libraries for people with disabilities in the city.

The library’s IT suite has the fifth highest usage of all libraries in the city.  This  

is because Zest staff keep the IT suite open when library staff are not on site.  



The Zest  Centre  and  therefore  also  the  library,  is  used  not  only  by  local 

residents from the surrounding deprived neighbourhoods, but also by people 

from across the city.

These factors have not been taken into consideration in the Council’s Library 

Review.

Ends

For more information contact Dave Smith, 07941 049459 or 0114 232 
1335

Notes to editors
1. Friends of Zest is a group of local residents and users of the Zest Centre in 

Upperthorpe.   Their  main  focus  at  the  moment  is  protecting  Upperthorpe 
Library  within  the  Zest  Centre  against  proposed  closure  in  April  2014. 
http://friendsofzest.wordpress.com

2. Additional features of Upperthorpe Library include:

• Diversity  of  usage:  the  area  is  home  to  people  from  a  wide  range  of 
backgrounds in terms of ethnicity, age and income. There is a large amount of 
deprivation  in  the  immediate  area.  The  library  is  also  often  used  by 
individuals, who are passing through to use the other facilities in the building, 
who might never think to enter a dedicated library building.

• Excellent disabled access: this includes ramps into and around the building, 
disabled toilets (that libraries such as Hillsborough Library, the nearest ‘hub’ 
library do not have).  This also makes the library buggy friendly for parents.

• Integrated nature of the building: the presence of a swimming pool, gym, cafe, 
sports halls and meeting rooms in the same building means that many people 
travel  from right  across  Sheffield  to  use  the  facilities.  Having  a  library  in 
amongst this unique community facility provides a space where people can 
stop, to read or share a book with their children, or check a few websites, 
whilst on the way to or from different activities.

• Lowest cost library in Sheffield: the library has one of the lowest running costs 
across all of Sheffield’s libraries – the heating and lighting costs are included 
within the overall  building costs.  The extended opening hours come at  no 
extra cost to the Libraries service, as the building continues to be looked after 
by Zest staff when the librarians are not there.

• Transport  links:  the  area  is  well  served  by  two  bus  routes  that  stop 
immediately outside the centre (10, 31) and several other busses and trams 
that stop a short distance down the hill on Infirmary road.

• School usage: Upperthorpe library forms an integral part of the curriculum at 
Netherthorpe school which is attended by a large number of  children who 
might otherwise have little opportunity to visit a library.

http://friendsofzest.wordpress.com/

